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Preface 


‘THis LittLe volume embraces principally a biography of Ensign 
George Washington ‘LVainter No, 420 but also has some briet 
notes pertaining. to three brothers—namely, Ensign Dean W., 
William W., Daniel H. H. 
four years service in the Civil War and a safe return. 


all of whom have records of nearly 


The compilation of the biography was acquired from a diary 
and quite a bit of his own correspondence. Since’ much comedy 
and tragedy is entwined therein, the author concluded to quote 
much of it verbatim and thereby retain the enviable personality. 

The author has added an abridged contribution, associated 
data, also an appendix. All this might be of some value when- 
ever a second edition of the ‘Vainter Family History is edited by 
some ambitious Tainter of the future. 

There may be some descendants who do not possess a copy 
of the original Vainter Family History and seeing this compila- 
tion might wonder “what all this is about.” For them, the back 
poruion of the Appendix has abbreviated portions copied from 
the old original genealogy, dating 1859. 

Ensign Dean W. ‘Tainter No. 417 deserves the profoundest 
gratitude of every ‘Vainter descendant since, through his own 
energy, time, and expense, he compiled and edited the history 
and genealogy of descendants of Joseph Vaynter dating from 
1613 through to 1859. 

Gro. W. TAINTER, JR. 
8th Generation 

St. Charles, Mo. 
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MEMOIRS COPIED FROM DIARY OF 


Ensign George Washington ‘Tainter 


No. 420 


(7th Generation) 


SON OF 


Capt. Daniel, A. ‘Tainter. No. 213 
(6th Generation) 


WHOSE ANCESTORS LANDED AT WATERTOWN, PLYMOUTH BAy 
IN 1638 FROM WALES, ENGLAND 


IN BRIEF, I was born July 26, 1841 and lived in Boston, Mass. not 
far from Boston Commons and used .to.sail my toy boats on what 
was called “Frog Pond.” When [ was about 7 years old my par- 
ents moved to Charlestown. We lived on Bunker Hill near where 
powder was stored in the Revolutionary War. My ereat-grand- 
father, Eaires ‘Tainter, was on duty there as guard. He was one 
of the Minute Men in the Watertown Company and marched to 
Lexington, Concord, Bunker Hill, and the siege of Boston under 
Washington. 

While living at Charlestown, Father died when I was 13 years 
of age—1854. There were five of us children; four boys and a 
daughter. Mother, now being a widow, was left with a good res- 
idence and some money. But for guidance, support, and advice, 
Mother leaned upon my two older brothers aged 20 and 18. 

About that time, one of our intimate friends and neighbors, 
named Wm. Furbush, concluded to remove to Freedom on a 
farm and wanted to take a boy to the country with him for 
company, etc. He had a young wife and a baby boy. As a boy 
with enthusiastic ideas of living on a farm, I persuaded my dear 
Mother of sweet memory to let me go, and my two older brothers 
favored it. I, as a city boy, was only too eager to go, so | went 
with the Furbushes to Freedom, May Ist, 1855. Furbush made a 
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stiff agreement that I was to remain until I became 18 years of 
age (July 26, 1859). 

The railroad then ran only to Great Falls about 100 miles 
from Boston, so. the balance, about 25 miles, was in. the old- 
fashioned Stage Coach. It also carried mail. About two miles be- 
fore we halted up at the Wayside ‘Tavern where the Post Office 
seemed to be, the coach driver blew a horn and it sounded over 
hill and dale. 

When we arrived, the people from all over the country-side 
seemed to have come in, either from force of habit, or to get 
their mail, or just out of curiosity. At Effingham, there was an 
unusually large crowd and my youthful mind was aroused when 
I noticed a leader, as he appeared, ordered everyone to fall back 
and form a circle across the road on a level and smooth patch 
of ground, 

I soon ascertained that a wrestling match was on hand, and 
as it seemed, more or less betting going on—one of the wrestlers 
was our coach driver, his name was Clough. However, they 
tossed up to see if it would be arms length, “Side Hugs’ or 
“Back Hugs.’”” Well, arms length won and the gladiators, as it 
were, went at it and you bet they made the dust fly. For a while 
they seemed to be equally matched; apparently it would be a 
matter of wind, who would stand the longest. “The red haired 
fellow (all were young men, very skillful) seemed to be getting 
winded. ‘They caught each others feet, but by some adroit move- 
ment, each seemed to recover and land upright. At last our 
driver Drake somehow yanked his antagonist and his feet flew 
in the air like a flash and he came down flat on his back. ‘There 
was a great roar and hurrahs. [ joined in it not hardly knowing 
why, only that our driver had won. At this time, the hour of 
rest and feed for the horses had expired and the Hotel or Post- 
master rang “all aboard” and we pursued our journey on to 
Freedom, arriving there near sundown. 

That night we stayed all night at Furbush’s relatives, (since, 
due to sickness, no one met us at Freedom)—everyone here 
seemed to be related and we were welcomed. I never have forgot- 
ten those nice old-time biscuits we had that night for supper 
with maple syrup—the first | had ever tasted. Of course, I had 
eaten mapie sugar, but in syrup form it was something new for a 
city boy. 
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I noticed for the first time a large fireplace that I often had 
read of. Well, here it was in all its splendor, and they baked 
those delicious biscuits in what they called a Yankee Baker—it 
was a sort of tin canopy placed before the fireplace and the heat 
rebounded and baked the biscuits. 

I had a boy’s appetite and did justice to all that was set be- 
fore me, which seemed to please my host. 

Upon reaching the Farm place in the month of May, 1855, 
the spring was in good earnest. I think it was the Elysium period 
as all farms were in the height of cultivation—grass in the fields 
up to one’s shoulder—myriads of catthe roaming over the hill 
and mountain side with the beautiful Ossipee Lake gleaming 
in the sunlight—ducks and geese sporting on the surface in 
joyous carcer—luxurious crops planted everywhere appealed to 
me, a city boy. 

I could hardly contain my happiness at such a change. 
“Uncle Bill” employed but one hand, so the first year I was but 
a chore boy. 

Furbush was to give me at least four or five months school 
but he fell short of all this—but supplied me plentifully with 
the hard tasks; picking rocks, plowing and mowing; but it did 
not hurt me, It prepared me for a more strenuous life that held 
later in the Civil War. 

Mrs. Furbush was a dear, good woman. ‘The first year I was a 
general helper around the house, washing dishes, churning the 
butter; I learned to milk cows and work in the garden. ‘The first 
year I was not required much in the field as help had been hired. 

Being ambitious to learn everything, in due time I learned 
to drive oxen and, when plowing, it seemed to be the most skill- 
ful part to drive as slowly as possible—this on account of the 
rocky land. If the plow struck a large boulder there was danger 
of breaking the point, if not, the plow would fly sky high and 
the fellow that handled the plow was lucky if the handle did not 
take him under the short rib or on the left ear. 

The poor devil usually got eloquent and uttered cuss words, 
hardly found in dictionaries. 

Furbush called his oxen Buck and Broad and | got so inter- 
ested in driving them that, they said, I often called “Ho, Buck” 
—“Gee, Broad” in my sleep. 

‘That first year | went with Furbush and the oxen team over 
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to Effingham Falls to get a load of sand and perhaps to get a 
drink. He left me with the ox team on the road. 

Soon he appeared and waved with his hand for me to come 
on, then he went back again into the bar-room. Well, as I said, 
driving oxen was yet new to me and I had quite a job to start 
the team. In fact, inadvertently, 1] happened to use the end ol 
the goad (stick) containing the iron tack. Off they started pell- 
mell and soon were headed for a large basket of cabbage that 
was on the platform of the “Vavern porch. I took in the situa- 
tion in time, but did not know how to head off the onslaught. 

I called, “Whoa, Whoa!!”” but nary a stop would they. | 
thought of the goad but | knew the end with the sharp nail 
would not do, it would lend wings to their flight in no time. 
‘They reached the basket of cabbage, at the same time, ramming 
the wagon tongue through the bannister fence of the platforin. 
That brought the landlord out. He began swearing like an army 
mule driver. He asked, “What in H 


are you trying to do?” | 
meckly told him, “Nothing,” that it was the oxen that was doing 
and, if it had not been for the basket of cabbage, | believe the 
oxen would have gone into the front door of the bar-room. 

By that time, Furbush came on the scene and explained that 
I was a city boy who knew nothing about ox driving. ‘The ‘Vavy- 
ern Keeper went in muttering something about my being a 
gercen horn, and it hurt me to the core. I never got over it, as 
up to that time I had been taught that Green Horns was one 
sure crop in the country, 


Some fifty years later, while on a visit from Missour1 to my 
relatives in Boston, I visited Freedom two days. As I stopped 
an hour at Effingham Falls, an old mercantile store building was 
yet there but the merchant had long passed to his reward. ‘he 
merchant inquired who T was and if he could do anything toi 
me. I asked him if he bought furs, coon and polecat skins. He 
replied, no, that there were but few ever brought in and said, 
“Why do you ask?” [ replied that nearly fifty years ago | walked 
from Bill Furbush’s farm, some ten miles near Freedom, to this 
store with some polecat skins and sold the lot for 40 cents. “They 
all laughed and gathered around me. One old grey-headed man 
said, “Mister, | knew Bill Furbush and remember seeing you at 
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his farm. I bought a calf of his once.” Well, by further talk, 
when I told him that I was a Veteran of the Civil War, he 
warmed up and said that he had a son killed at Vicksburg. | told 
him that I was there in that battle and that my gunboat fired 
hundreds of shots and shells over our army boys’ heads into 
Vicksburg and that I was there when the Confederates surren- 
dered to Grant with some forty thousand troops. ‘This was on 
dth of July, 1865. 

My, the old man just got wild and nearly hugged me with 
joy. He said, “Do come home with me and stay a week. My wile 
must see you. | must talk with you and a long talk. Our heart 
was with you boys down South and my son would go to help but 
never to return.” 

Upon my return a few days later, I gave the passenger driver 
25* extra to allow me an hour to visit with these old people. I 
found the people fairly prosperous and happy. An enterprise 
had been established there and large families would take goods 
home and sew them together. I believe they sewed a pair of 
pants for 18¢—it was all done by hand. I presume a person had 
to hustle in order to make a dollar avday. 

I visited Furbush but two days. He was living in town. He 
kept a sort of private boarding house. Andrew, his brother, once 
said William was born tired. He was intensely vain and spent 
much time before a mirror parting his hair, not only in front, 
but also behind like they used to do years ago. | have seen him 
primping an hour at a time, making wry faces to see the con- 
trast from normal to distorted faces. 

My entire vacation was cut short as IT held the position as 
County ‘Treasurer four years at home in Missouri and had to 
meet with the County Court. 

While I always practiced my profession “Dentistry,” most of 
the time my son was deputy, as | said. 


* * * * * 


Now, referring back to the end of the 4144 year agreement, 
when I became 18 years of age July 26, 1859, I helped tem- 
porarily as a clerk a few months in a local store, and when the 
Civil War came on April, 1861, 1 enlisted under the first call by 
President Lincoln for 75,000 volunteers on the 19th of April, 
1861. For sentimental reasons I enlisted at Watertown, April 19, 
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1861, the same month and date, the 86th year anniversary since 
my great grand-father enlisted in the Revolutionary War. 

I was in the army in Gen. Hooker’s Division, 16th Mass. 
Regiment, Co. K. Our division was under Gen. McClellen— 
commander-in-chief. We passed all through the Peninsular Cam- 
paign. I was stationed at Fortress Monroe, Va. on the Chese- 
peake Bay under intensive drill, learning the duties of a soldier. 
In the early Spring of 1862 we witnessed the Naval Battle of 
Hampton Roads between the Confederate iron-claded vessel 
“Merrimac” and the U. S. Frigate “Cumberland and Congress,” 
the latter being fine but a wooden vessel; it was the pride of the 
old Navy before ironclad came in vogue. 

‘The next day the Erickson Monitor had arrived on the scene 
of action and we, as troops camped on the shore, witnessed that 
Naval Battle. It seemed to be Greek against Greek—both iron- 
clad, but far different in make. 

The Monitor had a low flat surface deck near the water’s 
edge with an iron turret in the center where the two cannons 
were. ‘The Confederates aptly said it looked like a Yankee cheese- 
box on a raft and very hard toJuit at a distance. But the Mer- 
rimac was a huge vessel with sloping sides, easy to hit but almost 
invulnerable to penetrate. 

After some five hours of hard hitting, the Merrimac with- 
drew; some 17 of her crew were killed. It is generally conceded 
that it was a “draw battle.” 

Later, (a month) the Confederates blew her up (their own 
vessel) near the mouth of the James River, rather than surrender 
her, as she was unable to escape by Fort Monroe and the Mon- 
itor to get out to sea. It also was my fortune, while on guard 
near Norfolk, to witness the explosion of the Merrimac. Her 
antagonist, the Monitor, later was sunk in a storm while passing 
Cape Hatteras, N. Carolina. 

My division was directly commanded by Joe Hooker, a Major 
General and our first engagement included the seige of York- 
town, April, 1862. 

After a few days or weeks the Confederate Army evacuated 
Yorktown and that put us in hot pursuit. ([t was proven later 
the Confederate scheme was to draw us away from the base— 
Fort Monroe.) However, we pursued up to Willingsburg, thence 
through the Chicahominy Swamps with severe skirmishing to 


6 


“a a a 


oonis yibeovinns wey das oh sich has decor sone ort} 181 
mW yisnoislovs od ai boils soilnal-baeig eer Yin a 
eal Ol wolivitl emdeeH 11D af yore oti mi agwl 
mtisiIoM .o4 aoben caw aoiebih agO 4 aD anoatiged 
wed Yeloeninod ads dpomul) Tis hezeq oW sity civ bunting 
sand ol) do aV¥ sow oid te banotirie anw | t1giee 
soibles edo aneh of) ghintwel dink sieasitti hud path slog 
lo oftsnil laveVi orl) boeootiw ow SOB lo sakejé ylre® odd ant 
lozany Lolish-nuot aumhotoD oy aeovwiod ehyod nanposhl 
* setono) bes biriliedeiO” ofeyil 2 0) off bee “opi 
hy {oO syne ont agw ho tlovesy usboow % jue osnit gaiod sorreh oyld 
Seyov Ab sn bilonosi soled yrnX Blo 
oye Off to bovine bed woltveM nucdoitt adi yeb txon ofT 
tails bewentive orale oda uo bogota eqoou es ow hue aciiop lo 
on dod—det? awntnge f999D ad ol homme Holl lave 
ote al sooth wel ind Jbeh 
eer 30) teen Asoh sonluse dat wol « bef sosiuol of T 
nro Ow? off ototwe tolass off ni sorts mom as dire sebo 
omnis sofan't & oAil bedool 1 bise yiiye eisdbolned of T otew 
“9, or tuil sonsvih eis tie: Pred yey hos ier 2 ao xa 
davtile md vil os vaso sbie guiqota drt bes oguid 9 new ony 
| SOvmuoed oF sblicsoel writ 
iw opal) ott aiid bind lo eed ovil sno 4th 
bybowtes yifwense ef 31 .bollid sew wit aod to Vi dnue jyredh 
“aiticd witb” © vay i welt 
nwo worl) qu td wold vipehotingd oft (fine ©) aoe ; 
rebaoriic cons reiitier (ovis vom aslh te Hawort of) i830 (honaay 
nel of hin satnolM jae yd oqie oF Sider enw site es raed 
buy oo olidw snenol ya eew alg tl 292 01 40 a9 er toh a 
rH oom od) te aeizoiyso ‘als. Z4iitiw ot Alon i690 
gitteainy diddy urinis « mi Anue ane Tal eh, atin aly Jeiioe ten 
allow) A vercl oq6l 
108M s adooH oof 4d bobasiiaio yliyaaily viv Toleivib » ae 
AO Jo ogee of Bobuloat tioaigeyts we ino bre fiwaeroe) Py 


annie yen aetsbue. ads 
ial Te eave WN) be i 
— ae “guly tin How Big th 


a 


near a fierce battle. It seemed to me a give and take affair, every 
morning the roll call grew less; all this was in June, 1862. Then 
came an order to change base for a retreat diagonally towards 
Richmond. ‘The thick brush and poor roads had to be left for 
the army trains to go on, but we poor devils fell back through 
the swampy woods, sometimes wading through mud and holding 
our guns and cartridge box over our heads to keep them dry. 
Upon reaching high ground, our big battle was at Glen Dale 
on the Frazer Farm. 

Our Colonel, Powell ‘T. Wyman, called and asked me for a 
drink; he said he was almost famished. It was the first or second 
of July,—very hot down in Virginia. | had my canteen filled 
with black coffee that I had managed to get during a lull in the 
battle. Colonel Wyman was mounted and, just as he finished 
drinking from my canteen and passed it back with thanks, a 
rain Of bullets, shot, and shell poured over us. A bullet struck 
Col. Wyman in the breast and he careened in his saddle falling 
toward us. I, with a comrade named George Ridley, caught him 
and bore him to the ground. He was stone dead. We rushed 
back to our line which was along a rail fence on Frazer’s farm. 
Not far from the company’s farm house we took point-blank aim 
over the rails and our second volley stood the Rebels off, mostly 
by the help of a New York battery that was on our right flank 
that poured manipulating fire of canister that swept them down 
like grass before a mower. Suffice it to say, the Rebels fell on 
that field and we slept on the ground that night with the dead 
and wounded, groaning of both armies. One thing I later ascer- 
tained, in that battery, which consisted of six cannons, there was 
John Furbush, a nephew of Wm. Furbush the man I lived with. 
He was raised near Lebanon, Maine. | met him later while we 
were resting up at Harrison Landing. 

We wound up that Summer Campaign of 1862 at the Battle 
of Melvern Hills. July 3rd, 1862 1 went into camp on the James 
River Harrison Landing and was not bothered by the Rebels 
and got well rested for about four weeks. 

Later in August, news came that Lee was pushing our Gen- 
eral Pope’s Army down in the Shenandoah Valley towards 
Washington. McClellen got a hurried call to return to Washing- 
ton. We marched all night about 25 miles East of Yorktown. Me- 
Clellen had about sixty thousand troops left. During the sum- 
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mer, he had lost some thirty thousand, killed and wounded, and 
had no Richmond capture, nothing but experience gained; but, 
as Sherman said, “War is Hell.’ We all were loaded on steam- 
ships and rushed around the Chesepeake Bay up the Potomac to 
the rescue of Washington. Our division was landed at Alexan- 
dria, Va. six miles from Washington. We slept on the sidewalk 
that night. About three A.M. the long roll sounded to “Fall in 
Line.” What’s up? Don’t ask me, we're told “only obey orders.” 
Soon we were hustled in stock or freight cars, inside and on top. 
‘The train took us beyond Warrenton, near the Bull Run Battle- 
grounds of the year before. We had just time for our cooks to 
issue some salt beef and a chunk of bacon and hard crackers. It 
all tasted good but a breakfast at our homes would have tasted 
better; but no one grumbled, one more battle we thought might 
finish the War, and it did for many who never returned. 

About 10:00 A.M., Lee’s Army reached us from Richmond 
and the battle was on. Our old Peninsular Army was not all in 
line, so that it was easier for Lee to battle us in detail. If we 
had all been in line and with General Pope's Army, we could 
have vanquished Lee’s Army.-his was the second Bull Run 
Battle. ‘The battle raged more or less several days. On the second 
day, the rebels under Longstreet came in full force. Our reg- 
iment was supporting a battery and builders and shells flew thick 
and fast. We were standing off the rebels all night, but our 
ground was strewn with dead and wounded. On the 27th of 
Aug., 1862, a shell exploded in front of our company and a 
piece cut out part of my left cheek. “‘Vhe concussion. seemed to 
draw the breath out of me and I fell unconscious. By that time 
our army had changed position and I was inside the Rebel lines, 
surrounded by the dead and wounded from both sides. 

A Confederate Doctor dressed my lacerated cheek, using a 
solution to ward off the myriads of flies that covered us, as ou 
wounds were being flyblown thick and fast. Bandage cloth was 
scarce and my shirt served the purpose, which was also shared 
for some others. ‘The Doctor's assistant told me that the Doctor 
was a Georgia Confederate but had a wife who was a Northern 
lady from Worchestcr, Mass. and had him promise extra teat: 
ment if he ever was called to treat a Massachusetts soldier. He 
gave me good treatment and, while my jaw was some swollen, 
1 could walk. After a few days we were taken (some 300) to near 
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Harper’s Ferry and passed into our lines. Later we went by rail 
to Columbus, Ohio and I remained several weeks till discharged 
from the Army. 

While at this time I would like to have returned home, we 
all thought the war would soon end and by October I had com- 
pletely recovered. 
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In abott a month, recovering to normal condition, I con- 
cluded to re-enlist in the U.S. Navy. My oldest brother, Dean, 
was a Navy ofhcer stationed at Cairo, Il. where I enlisted Octo- 
ber, 1862, as my brother advised me to. I was detailed as clerk 
in the Paymaster’s Department of the Gun Boat “Silver Lake” 
under Admiral Porter. 

Well, now I was a sailor boy, my first love. [ was examined as 
to my qualifications. ‘The Paymaster is required not only to keep 
the sailors’ accounts of pay but also issue provisions and cloth- 
ing to the sailors. So my duties were clerical on the vessel. I 


a former steam 


was placed on the gun-boat “Silver Lake” 
boat now cut down 


all the cabin work in sight was ironcladed. 
It was at least bullet proof and suitable for the Ohio, Cumber- 
land and ‘Tennessee Rivers which protected the transport of 
troops and supplies to the Army on the Mississippi to Vicks- 
burg and thence to near New Orleans. 

Now, alter three months, which carried on to January, 1863, 
the rebel General Forrest with several thousand troops tried to 
retake Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River, ‘Tennessee. Gen- 
eral Grant had taken it the year belore—1862. Fort Donclson 
only had a small garrison and it was an important point for the 
Confederates to blockade the river. 

My vessel’s first trip, with one other gun boat, was to escort 
some half-dozen steamboats up the Cumberland River, “Ven- 
nessee. ‘Phat move was laden with provisions and ammunition— 
February, 1863—my first trip as a Navy man. We got word of the 
Rebel assault late in the afternoon, being several miles away. 
Well, we came on the scene in the nick of time. It was dark but 
the Colonel at the Fort signalled to us how matters stood. He 
later came down the river in a skiff in the darkness and = ex- 
plained where Gen. Forrest had his troops massed for a final at- 
tack in the morning. 
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Our gun boat was anchored in the middle of the river and 
commanded a certain ravine, and the other gun boat covered a 
certain road on the east upper side of the fort. 

The rebel sharp-shooters were up in the trees and in the 
bushes close to the river edge and when we ran out our cannon 
and opened up the port holes, they would aim for us behind 
the cannon. As I was an old veteran from the Potomac, I knew 
just what medicine to give them. Our cannons were dischare- 
ing shells over their heads to explode miles beyond and did 
litthe execution. 

As we were short of a full crew, the No. 4 port cannon had 
but four sailors and should have had nine. I belonged to the 
Paymaster’s Department, hence had nothing to do with the can- 
nons. As I could hear the pattering of rifle bullets on our case- 
ment, 1t aroused my old Army spirit and | got permission to help 
work the cannon that was short of men. Instead of loading and 
fusing the large shells that went several miles before exploding, 
I, having charge of No. 4 cannon called for canister shot (in tin 
cans filled with bullets). “The gun was now ready with the can- 
ister, we ran “Old “Yom” out anc pointed it into those tree tops; 
—-the way the poor fellows came down pell-mell, gun and man- 
gled bodies, was a caution. ‘The other cannons on my vessel fol- 
lowed my example and in less than two hours the rebels halted 
the siege and withdrew—leaving that part of the river country 
clear. 

As my gun boat was newly fitted out, most of my cannon 
crew were landsmen from Illinois and Indiana farms and never 
were under fire. While I noticed at first their faces and lips were 
somewhat pale, they never flinched; they seemed to have con- 
fidence in me as they knew I was an Army soldier. I told them 
it seemed to me a snap to stand on a wooden deck, as IT had 
fought standing in mud and water at Chicahominy Swamp down 
in Virginia. Well, the Captain said my cannon had done equal- 
ly as well and was fired as often as any of the other better- 
manned guns with a full crew of old sailors. 

After a few days, Captain Cayle called all the crew to as- 
sembly on the deck and he read a notice thanking the crew 
for their faithful conduct. He gave notice to Admiral David 
Porter that he recommended me for a promotion to an officer's 


10 


SECGRLOS 


hes weit ott le sibbim sth ot borotlrne enw Seed avy tO 
5 byoves ised aug Malle ad bas, sai diana & hebosenos 
sol oft lo sbir wsqqur tens salt mo baot nissige 
wh nt bas eso od) a yi ore wuaoorte-qindde fader of E 
cours wo wo on ow aolwe bos ogby tevin alt os seols agatend 
boided av vol tte bluow yo .zslod sog alt qu boaxye bie 
wot | opmoiol ot prowl awry ble ng dew | eA ontine od) 
wimdeah stew etonnwn. wO .cort svig of Sotibom jew jay 
bib bee breegsd esti sholyx or elmo tion tovo allorla nor 
oiimsx. sisal 
balmonans roy oi sf) vor The) 6 lo rate sow ow er, 
ot oF Dogaelod 1 omnis bet owed Dineile bun etolive tol td 
seo oth (Wigr ob oy gniettod brit some Ansmnmyotl ¢ torres 
ved Two WO aollytl otro yairsisg of) teu bingo I 2h .aon 
clot on aoizetd Joe | ban getge yooh blo yar beanom 1 door 
ban yaibnol to bagel ion be sole 2nw tied onan ods Ayo 
woibolyse otolsd ashun. letavoe tosw toh) ellode ogact oft enianl 
wu ai) ik vost sel belies coengio > o) lo sgosh gitiesd 1 
cn ah iw hes worm asw amy oT (eallnd daiw boll enim . 
yo) (a oe on bartieng ders no “mol BIO” oss ow tog 
“nr hak nug pfoaetley mwol sig ewollsl toog sat vinw off-— 
lol lovey yar Ho enone tte oT 0nues & caw «sibod hele 
botled éloctor url emo ows neatly geal bes vlesxe yin bavrol 
MMemieo wovin oh Je risq mht yoivesl--wotbdtiwr baa ope ot 
as i 
noms, yor ho tour dire boril vives ee akod ap yitr ehh . 
mgm bas doin! ranibol bas aeutll iether) oie wary 
vw aqil baw cand veh dail ae bowen boty af wha oeew 
‘tos ave oF banisee yor obo a yvon yor oly tathwouee 
moi blot | toibloe vert as sew 1 wan yodd es out mi gatiatn . 
br fe: doth aslwow 6 ao boete of point & Ont OF Lrapnuiyeme : ame 
owob qarnw? fatmotmin te usw Fes bow al yaibnste al A 
Jgupo saab bed aviig> yin Bia Mian es auld owl abceiyer’ 
ysuxh tite vil To vane Bay f a inal oe Hh o ae eh 2 
7h oh Wow arly thn oe sn) a DD a: a> 
- adi ynidands v9 wt od baw & 
iret bettbé os nits ve 
cua pio noivorinly © sun! 


rank Master's Mate. In a few days I got orders to report to Flag- 
ship for examination as to my qualifications for an officer. Suf- 
fice 1t to say I passed all right on the Captain’s recommendation. 
My experience in the Army clear up to the second battle of Bull 
Run and, as they termed it, my conduct at the late battle of 
Fort Donelson were expressed as commendable. 

I soon had my post, with emblem on my shoulder and a 
star on my sleeve with a gold bar and orders to report to the 
“U.S. S. Ram Samson” down near Vicksburg on the Missis- 
sippi River. 

As was stated, our cluty was to clean out the rebel nests of 
cannons all along the Mississippi River. We were more or less 
under fire every day. 

In the spring of 1864, General Banks planned the campaign 
up the Red River into ‘Texas. We on the gun boats had to hold 
the rebels from sinking the steamships that carried troops and 
supplies. As my Captain had been promoted, I took his place 
commanding the vessel, “U.S. S. Ram Samson” for nearly two 
years. At Mansfield, Banks licked the rebels off but, being a 
heavy wooded country and no place’to move an Army with 
supplies, Banks concluded to retreat and, as an apparent aid to 
the rebels, the water in the river began to fall. 

‘The river fell so much that it endangered the gun boats 
going aground on the sand bars. All this is history!! 

Several of the gun boats went aground and we decided to tow 
our coal barges up in line and chain them together expecting to 
sink them across the river from bank to bank, ‘his raised the 
river about two feet so the vessels that were aground floated 
out. | kept my vessel in deep water so I was able to give much 
assistance in floating the barges into place for the improvised 
dam just below Alexandria, La. Admiral Porter seemed to rec- 
ognize all our strenuous labor. (Rebel sharpshooters were busy 
from craggy hills or tree tops picking off officers where they 
had a chance with their long range rifles.) 

Admiral Porter promoted me the second time, to the rank of 
Ensign—and I have a Medal of Honor No, 1192 for commend- 
able service on the “U.S. S. Ram Samson.” 

As active service was now ended on the Western Waters, | 
was desirous to join Admiral Ferragut when he attacked Mobile. 
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ENSIGN GEORGE W. TAINTER 


Posing with his Civil War sword. In background 
Choctaw. Mississippi Expedition—Civil War. 
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So, I applied and was transferred to the large ironclad “Ram 
Choctaw,” but we were too late, as Mobile fell before we got 
there. 

Our vessel returned and anchored near the mouth of the 
Mississippi River for guard duty, watching for block runners 
that came in under cover of darkness with counterbank goods 
from England for the Confederates. ‘They yet held Charleston 
and a few other ports of entry till the surrender of Appomattox. 


The next day after the battle to recapture Fort Donalson by 
General Forrest, the rebels sent a flag of truce. | got permission to 
go with the squad to see what they wanted. ‘They sought an 
officer of theirs who was killed the night before—and found his 
body. He was a Brigadier General named McKin. ‘They buried 
him and marked a tree close by and, no doubt, alter the close 
ol the war disintered his remains to be buried elsewhere. 

Well, strange to relate, years afterwards I was relating this 
incident to Bill Dose in Linn, Mo. (a.school teacher)—Herman 
Gove well remembers him. We were sitting out on a bench one 
evening in front of Krone’s Store. After TI got through with my 
narrative, Mr. Sam Masby (attorney) came across the street and 
extended his hand, saying, “Doc, I heard your talk with Dose. I 
was at that fight and with the Flag of Truce.” He said he was 
with General Forrest in the Ammunition Department. 

‘That made Senator Masby (so titled) and I fast friends—the 
Blue and Grey. In later years, when he sickened and died, | 
watched over his bedside. | had Mrs. ‘Vainter make a. ribbon 
bow, Blue and Grey, and pinned it to the lapel of his shroud. 


* * * * * 


Returning to where I left off about the second battle of Fort 
Donalson or Canton, ‘Vennessee as it is sometimes called:— 

After the surrender of Appomattox, Jeflerson Davis was flee- 
ing through the south trying to reach Mexico where there was a 
Confederate force, 

Our vessel and many other gunboats were ordered to watch 
at night all the usual places of crossing the Mississippi River. 
I had one point below Baton Rouge where I went at night with 
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a large rowboat called a Cutter. We anchored in the middle of 
the river. I had twelve sailors all well armed with Spencer's re- 
peating rifles. The third night that we were on watch 


about 
one o'clock past midnight, we heard sounds of oars and, later, 
as the moon came up, we could see the splash of water a couple 
of miles or more down the river. We cut loose from our anchor, 
left it hanging to a buoy so we could find it on our return. We 
pulled for what proved to be two persons, the man in the stern 
saying in a rough voice, “Pull down you,” and holding a revolver 
that glistened—pointing to a negro who was rowing with all 
his might. Our Cutter soon overhauled them. ‘The man was an 
officer with dispatches that he was sent ahead with (instructing 
Dick ‘Taylor to meet Davis and his troop with cavalry at a cer- 
tain place). [ took him prisoner without resistance. ‘he follow- 
ing day word came that Jeff Davis and his troop were captured 
by Wilson’s Cavalry in Georgia. 

His name was Colonel G. B. Beller from the Louisiana reg- 
iment. He said he was for preserving the Union until his state 
seceded, then he went into the State Service. He was kept on our 
vessel for two day and dined with.our officers in our mess, as he 
called it; saying it was the best meals he had had for many 
days. He was paroled according to the code that Grant made and 
then sent ashore. 

I will add, as you know, peace was declared April, 1865 but 
part of the Army and also the River Navy kept going ull the 
fall of 1865; when I was honorably discharged. I have a metallic 
Medal of Honor No. 1192 and a written document that came 
with it explaining it was for commendable service and stated 
I was discharged at the Charlestown Massachusetts Navy Yard. 

I was only a few blocks from my home which I, with great 
alacrity, sought and I found my dear Mother of sweet memory 
awaiting me, as she had been previously informed; also my 
two brothers—one an Ensign, Dean W. and Daniel who was a 
Naval vessel ship writer; also my sister, Sarah. It is needless to 
state they gave me a warm reception. Alter visiting a few sur- 
viving relations, I and my brothers found it lonesome at Charles- 
town, and we concluded to dispose of our residence and did so. 
We emigrated to Missouri—to St. Louis. 

I tried to get a clerkship in St. Louis. There was a spell of 
depression, so we followed the advise of a stranger friend, and 
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took a train for a smaller town. My oldest brother had several 
thousand dollars; he thought to buy a farm. 

Well, since we were sort of ex-sailors, we carried out the old 
adage of the sea, “Any Port in a Storm, etc.” 

So we took the train on the Union Pacific Railroad and went 
West to Hermann, 81 miles. At that time, after the war, Vine- 
yard farms were on a boom. It struck us as being a nice and 
‘asy way to farm as we were all raised city boys. So my brother, 
Dean, purchased a farm near Hermann; 160 acres for several 
thousand dollars. | took a portion but it was all in the woods, 
so I hired a farmer to clear out a nice level hill top and the 
next spring I had three acres planted to grapes in rows 6 to 8 
fect apart. ‘Vo digress, I will say that my Vineyard was sold to 
Brother Dean, as he was very enthusiastic since the yield of wine 
was very good. So I helped my brother in his vineyard. [ soon 
ran out of money and, being 25 years old, I soon found life 
monotonous and [I was homesick. I told my brother I would 
go back next spring to God’s Country—old Boston, Mass. 

I have been asked on various occasions how | came to settle 
in the town of Hermann, it being txclusively a German-pop- 
ulated place. ‘Vhe ‘Painters were the only Americans there at 
that town. I recall a lawyer by the name of O'Neal humorous- 
ly remarked to me that, “Until you folks came to Hermann, 
Mo., | was the only American and I am an Irishman.” He gave 
a horse laugh at his remark. 

About that time, in 1867, one day in the fall, a farmer rode 
down to my brother's home. He saluted “How do,” the usual 
manner in the country. He told my brother that he was looking 
for a school teacher and was told there was a Yankee family of 
boys just settled here; and, no doubt, he would find one to teach 
the District School. My brother, after ascertaining his business, 
called me, “George, come down here. ‘There is a man here that 
wants to see you.” So I soon was there. I gave him the Salon's 
Salute which seemed to please him. He spoke first. “IT have been 
told by a friend to come here and some of you Yankee boys 
would teach our school back in the hills about ten mites.” My 
brother, Dean, who was older saw light ahead for me as he feared 
I would go back to our old home, Boston, Mass. 

It was about dinner time and my brother invited him in to 
dine with us. It happened on Saturday and we had pork and 
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beans that all Yankees are fond of. As they had been baked in 
a brick oven superintended by a former slave Negro woman, 
they were just like we used to get in Boston at the Bake Shop; 
otherwise, German proclivities were more pronounced. 

Well, I told the stranger I could not decide at once and 
would let him know in a weck’s time. He said, “All right, I will 
wait and come back next week.” 

As he was leaving we saw he was leading a spare horse with 
a saddle. My brother remarked that meant he was counting on 
my returning with him, but personally | had no notion to take 
a school. However, he was so cordial, my brother said, “Go home 
with him and see some of the back country.”” For the time be- 
ing I wished he was in Jerico and I in Boston. Nevertheless, | 
concluded to go home with him and did so. [| had never, as a 
city boy, ridden horseback and soon got a little chafed and my 
closefitting pants nipped a little. Off we went, but [ did not 
strike any bargain. My first star experience was when we crossed 
what they called the Berger Creek. ‘Vhere had been a big rain, 
and my horse had to swim. “Vhat was something new to me. At 
first | noticed my horse was standing up nearly straight, as a 
horse will not swim as long as his fect will touch bottom. ‘Vhe 
farmer that I was with told me to give him the bit, not to pull 
or we might both float in the water. | was much frightened but 
was too proud to let on because I was an old Veteran Soldier. 
We swam over two deep creeks. I noticed that there were no 
bridges at that time, 1866. People aloot crossed on a big log 
tree that they had out and which reached from side to side. 

At sundown we reached the farm house—a neat log build- 
ing; two of them were set several feet apart so that it made an 
extra room between used for a kitchen. A kind of dope was 
used between the neatly hewn logs so that they were warm in 
Winter as well as cool in Summer. 

The farmer’s wife and two buxom red-cheeked daughters 
about 14 and 16 met us at the rail fence gate and the farmer 


said in German—this is our New Schule Lehrer—Lehrer in Ger- 


man means teacher, 

Assuredly, they all gave me a hearty welcome. Soon we were 
seated at the table, as they had been expecting us. ‘The ride 
had given me a big appetite. At the table, first, there was a quar- 
ter of roast venison (decr), the first I ever ate. You can bet | 
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soon ate enough to make my belt tight later. I soon found the 
German girls bright and intelligent talkers. 

Later, being tired and sleepy, I was shown my bed in the 
next apartment log room. I had a nice bed and a feather bed to 
sleep on and one to cover with instead of a comforter. 

‘The next morning after breakfast, I went with the farmer to 
see the school house. It was a large log building with a huge 
fireplace that took a four foot stick on irons to hold up. ‘There 
were two tables with a bench on cach side to sit on. ‘Vhe ‘Teach- 
er’s desk was a plank laid on two long pegs from the long wall. 
‘The girls sat on one table side and the boys on the other table 
side. ‘Phe books were mostly German, but one that was well 
and Mc- 


worn and used was Noah Webster’s blue back speller; 
Gulley’s Reader. 

Soon two of the other School Directors came and after a lit- 
tle talk one said, “Mr, ‘Vainter, what pay do you ask for tcach- 
ing by the month?” IT had not thought of that and asked him 
what they usually paid. He replied about $20 per month and 
the teacher boarded with the pupils—that is, one day cach if 
there were 30 pupils, and next month commence again. 

Saturday and Sunday, I went to my brother Dean’s home, 
two miles from Hermann. 

I will state how and when I met my Waterloo. One Sunday, 
July 18, 1866; I and brother Dan took a walk, a mile out [rom 
Brother Dean’s home and vineyard. We called at a nice vineyard 
farm; the owner’s name was Fireback. As we were new neighbors, 
we were cordially welcomed, It happened that two young girls, 
about 20 years of age, were also callers and had preceded us. ‘The 
name of one of the ladies was Lizzy Redemeyer and the other, 
Mary Weinert. ‘They were sociable and we enjoyed their com- 
pany. 

‘Toward sundown they said that they must soon be going 
home. ‘hey lived in town. Miss Redemeyer was the merchant's 
daughter and Miss Weinert was the jeweller’s daughter but she 
was more in St. Louis as she clerked for her brother, Louis, who 
kept a jewelry store. Well, as they started to leave I asked that | 
and brother Dan would be pleased to escort them home. 

They politely consented and inadvertently 1 walked with 
Miss Weinert. Now and then along the roadside she sought a 
four leaf clover and then she quit suddenly. T later learned that 
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she had found one and she told me later it indicated good luck. 
‘The good luck, as I learned later, was a mutual regard and later 
ripened into love. 

1 found it interesting to go to town three or four times dur- 
ing the week. My homesick complaint about returning to Bos- 
ton was cured. I changed my mind about God’s Country to Mis- 
sourt and two years later Miss Mary Weinert and I were mar- 
ried on my 27th birthday, 1868. 

We-went to St. Louis and Rev. Father Hemming officiated, 
As I was a Protestant at that time, we were married in the St. 
Louis Cathedral Parsonage. In later years 1 became a convert 
Catholic and we passed 71 years of a happy wedded life. 

As a school teacher and during the interim of several months, 
[ practiced Photography and later took to Dentistry. 

I was the only dentist in Osage, Gasconade, and Maries coun- 
ties and the only one in Franklin County outside of the town 
of Washington. 

My wife, one of the dearest and a very good home manager, 
helped to save and encouraged my attending the Indiana Den- 
tal College. At the age of 42, while following a general practice, 
I] looked to the future standing as a D.D.S. and in 1885 I received 
the professional degree. 

I had a fair practice at Linn, Osage County, Mo. of nearly 
fifty years. In 1926 I retired and moved to St. Charles, Mo. where 
I enjoyed being closer to my children and kindred. 

My greatest grief was the demise of my darling wife on De- 
cember I, 1939, but I feel assured she won the highest reward 
in God’s Kingdom. 


BORN IN HAPPY WEDLOCK WERE 
THREE SONS AND A DAUGHTER. 
GEORGE W. JR. - MABEL J. - FRANK J. and WALTER G. 
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Addendum 


CONTRIBUTED BY THE AUTHOR 


STILL EXTOLLING THE ATTRIBUTES OF 
COLONEL ‘TAINTER 
THE TITLE HE WAS BEST KNOWN BY 


Hi: ATTAINED the record age of 102 years. His physique was ex- 
cellent and he never experienced a sick day of any consequence; 
his habits were regular, and of even temper; and extremely ac- 
tive at all times. His policy for staying fit was to perform some 
manual work and daily setting-up exercises. He imbibed neither 
tobacco nor alcoholic drinks but was fond of coffee. He pos- 
sessed a copious head of hair which was only slightly grey. As 
for artificial dentures—he needed none. 

His home life was a happy one with a truly loveable help- 
mate who had all the characteristics of a Bohemian girl. “Vhey 
celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary in a home that was 
a welcome mecca for all the relatives. 

He was a copious correspondent and was often sought after 
by interviewers. Although being slightly reserved he always en- 
joyed good humor and could provoke the same. Colonel ‘Vainter 
was a gifted entertainer and possessed voluminous experiences 
from boyhood days of winter frolics coasting down Bunker Hill, 
Boston to his retiring days at St. Charles, Mo. 1943. Incidental- 
ly, and almost unbelievably, that very sled is still in existence 
among the family heirlooms—it was fabricated from discarded 
lumber of the U. S. Frigate “Constellation.” 

His entire war record is very interesting. He answered Abra- 
ham Lincoln's first call for troops to protect the Union, and 
walked all night to be among the first to enlist at Watertown, 
a distance of 10 miles, where his ancestors of the Revolutionary 
War fought their first battle with the British. He fought in 
Hooker's Division, the army of the Potomac, until wounded at 
the Second Battle of Bull Run. He relates that a Confederate 
Doctor dressed his wounds with strips torn from his shirt and 
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also used it for some of the wounded Confederates. Colonel 
‘Tainter, with a twinkle in his eyes, remarked: “That was one 
time when the Union and the Rebel wore the same bloody 
shirt.” 

After convalescence, he re-enlisted in the Navy under Ad- 
miral Porter of the Mississippi River Expedition and when dis- 
charged ranked as Ensign of Gunboat “Choctaw.” One of his 
most cherished relics was an old flag of the “Choctaw.” 

He was bestowed with a Medal of Honor for distinguished 
service in the Red River Expedition by the Federal Commission. 
After the Civil War he took Horace Greeley’s advice and “went 
West.” Missouri being the gateway to the West, he landed at 
Hermann, Mo. and engaged in school teaching and conducted 
an art gallery. When opportunity presented itself, he concluded 
to take up the practice of dentistry under instructions of a tutor. 
However, he was not satisfied with only meager instructions and 
a amere handful of instruments, which meant limited practice for 
rugged emergencies. He craved higher professionalism and, at 
the age of 42, attended the Indiana Dental College and obtained 
a D.D.S. Degree in two years. aah 

He located at Linn, Mo. in the so-called “foot hills of the 
Ozarks.” Being the only dentist in three counties, it was really 
pioneering. ‘That ante-dated the use of any anesthetic, or even 
the existence of a dental engine. ‘The whole complement of den- 
tal equipment could be carried in a buggy in those days. He 
was advised by relatives from the East not to introduce such a 
thing as a dental engine because they heard it would ruin his 
practice, 

He related that while enroute from one county seat to an- 
other he would meet individuals who would want an ageravat- 
ing tooth removed. Without much ado, a tree stump or a log 
along the roadside provided a place to lean against. It is related 
that on one of these occasions a drummer (commercial sales- 
man) happened along the road and, seeing an unusual commo- 
tion ahead, concluded there was a brutal hold-up in real tragic 
form, so he whipped up his horses back to town and reported 
“The James Gang was coming.” ‘The glittering forceps and 
sprawling figure on the ground caused the delusion, no doubt. 

Gov. Hadley of Missouri selected him on his official staff, 
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thus conferring the title of “Colonel” which he carried ever 
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after; but he modestly contended “The title was earned the 
easy way.” 

He attended many Presidential inaugurations and_ rarely 
missed a National Encampment of Civil War Veterans (G.A.R.). 

On two occasions he was honored as a guest of St. Louis and 
led the parade on Navy Day. He was one of only two surviving 
veterans of the Civil War within the St. Louis area at that time. 

For 50 years he engaged in active practice of his profession 
and held membership in the State and National Associations. 
He was an influential member of the Masonic Order but latei 
became a convert to the Catholic Faith. 

His last few surviving days drew to a close by a noticeable 
drowsiness and, finally lapsing into a quiet sleep, he died on 
March 26th, 1943. He was buried with military honors in St. 
Charles Cemetery, March 28th, 1943. 

A last request was “to plant a tree at his grave so_ birds 
could mingle among the branches.” 

The 62nd General Assembly was in session at Jefferson City, 
Mo. at that time and the House of Representatives extended 
House Resolution No. 134 of sincere sympathy and ordered the 
resolution be printed in the Journal. 

‘The resolution was signed by Leonard E. Newton, Chicl 
Clerk and Howard Elliott, Speaker of Missouri House of Rep- 
resentatives. 


99 


ot bones aw shu off" behasimeo ybesbom od uid sada 
“MB (BRD 


(inet bas enottewgundl Isieohieatt yaso bebaeis 9H 


(ALO) aewrss0 we W Thi fo soerqirkondt TenoiteV. & baevion 


bas dod v2 to sesug nen Dosonod aew ol eneiensoo ows a 


gevivewe ow) vino to otoarnw SH .16G yA ato view odt bat 
ne jade is wore euod Se oft cinsiy we TiviD och Jo vais 


voeior ad lo silo Svine of boyskns of @enoy OC ql 


enousinoeh isnot bee oreie ofp nt qiileisdandn bioil hag 
toe! vud whrO sidewall oft do redatin Tiiieottind cos enw old I 
Mie4 silos ols of Jevites. «5 sua 


sisson « yd aol © oF worb aeais gatriving oO) ienl 2H 


no fwih ot «pote sivp 6 oii goivqgel vilneW bas eoniewodb 
i¢ ai moned vusilioy sviw bei dow SH BREE abas se 
MEO} hel date, ptosis) eal 

eid oe svety eit 18 O90 . tml oy” 
“eoonwid ons ynonmn sbonine blyos 


tow aepey svoh Fe 


wid aornhes] is moles ai eve dined, totonod) bate »AT 


babawxs evisinoasqedt jo steel od) bas sanit teily ts oth c >" 
oft bawsbyo bas ydinqmye sinadie lo MA OW notion senor ' 
Amrenol ath ai hominy od eobrialaest | 


id wowe Ae bwaesd yd bagi college oT 


<A lo seo iworil lo manage: WO 'frewel hus 4x39 
eovinsangiar 


us 
~ 
+ he es 
«<, A a 4 ar. 7 us 
_ pig he ities oa F 
tas Wy eg ws wa “4, 4 ® 
> > * La hase lott 2S 
Swng “le nity Lea rdons pa 
q 


aa 
we Se i's 2 ered. ennai ae Ste 
- 


oe oe ee 7 a 
cA — > > Vile 
: Y 

7 


TAINTER, SR. 


harles, Mo., he lived to be 101 years and 8 months. 


JEORGE W. 


Dr. C 
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Abridged Contribution 


‘PHE Four brothers of the 7th generation consisted of Dean W., 
Daniel W., George W., William H. ‘Tainter—all having en- 
listed in the Civil War, and are briefly summarized as best the 
author could supply from the brief time at hand. 


ENSIGN DEAN W. 'TAINTER No. 417 was born in Boston, Mass., 
January 27th, 1836 and married Sarah Adams, January 23rd, 
1859. At her demise he remarried Sarah Jane Cowdry (Bolles). 

He was a broker in Boston, Mass. until Lincoln’s call for 
troops to serve in the Civil War, He then enlisted in the Navy, 
and as a Naval Officer, was stationed at-Cairo, Ill. on the Mis- 
sissippi River. At the conclusion of the Civil War he returned 
to his old home. 

Being absent for nearly five years brought about a feeling the 
“old town is not what it used to be.” ‘This engendered a desire 
to seek his fortune somewhere in the “out west.” At a reunion 
of the entire family consisting of four brothers, a mother, and 
sister, they concluded to sell everything and emigrate to St. 
Louis, Mo. since that was regarded as the Gateway lor outfitting 
expeditions to the Great West. While there, the lucrative in- 
dustry of grape culture at Hermann, Mo. appealed to them so 
he invested in a grape plantation which proved successful. Later 
on, wanting to expand, he recognized that in this Ozark country 
water power for milling was on the wan, so he proceeded to erect 
a steam flour mill. Unfortunately, the steam boiler exploded 
and wrecked everything. Also evident about this time, the grape 
industry had become less profitable. 

His conclusion now was to start over again in a new loca- 
tion, so he moved to Vienna, Mo. But by “changing base” he 
lost friends and also his political standing, as at Hermann, Mo. 
he was elected State Representative of Gasconade County. He al- 
ways was contented and raised a family of two boys and a 
daughter—Mary E. ‘Tainter, Andrew Cowdry ‘Vainter, and 
Lincoln S. ‘Vainter. 
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‘The Ozark country proved too primitive for one of his ambi- 
tion and ability. He was offered and accepted a position as man- 
ager at a Lumbering Company at Hot Springs, North Carolina. 

He cherished many relics and kept a valued diary. He owned 
an old Governor Winthrop desk, also an old Flint Lock Musket 
that was handed down by his great-grand-father of the Revolu- 
tionary War. Also a book entitled “Grounds of Religion” where- 
in is inscribed the signature of Benjamin ‘Tainter in 1705. The 
present owner, Andrew C. ‘Tainter, was told to ofler it for sale 
“Since it would help in the expense of building a new home, 
etc.” but the book, in his estimation, was the most valuable. 

Ensign Dean ‘Vainter remained with the Lumber Company 
until its dissolution. He resumed his political writing and 
through this he formed a close friendship with Senator J. C. 
Pritchard (later a Judge). He was forced to retire due to 
a lingering illness of bronchial trouble from which he was un- 
able to recover, and died March 15th, 1896. He was buried with 
military honors at Hot Springs, North Carolina beside his second 
wife. 

DANIEL W. ‘TAINTER No. 418 was born Feb. 22nd, 1858; en- 
listed in the U. S. Navy and was known as a “Ship writer.” After 
the war he was engaged in a “Gold Pensman Industry” at Cin- 
cinnatt. 

He married Anna Maria Ritter of Nauvoo, Ill., Nov. Ist, 
1874 and lived at Nauvoo, Ill. After the death of his wife on 
April Ist, 1888, he lived with his three sons at Lagonda, Mo.— 
Dr. Paul, George, and Burage; also a daughter, Flossie, who, be- 
ing only three years old, made her home with her uncle and 
aunt, Dr. Geo. W. Tainter, Sr., at Linn, Mo. 

He was a free lancer and divided his time visiting relatives. 
Being a good conversationalist and of a humorist: disposition 
made him a welcome guest anywhere. He died on November 
20th, 1917 at National Military Home, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. 


ENSIGN GrorcE W. ‘TAINTER No, 420—culogived in previous 
pages. 


WituiAM H. H. Tainter No. 422 was born December 27th, 
1845. He held a fine salaried office as “Assistant Collector of 
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Revenue” in the U. S. Custom House at Kansas City, Mo. for 
some 18 years. He married Lizette Werner and had a family of 
three daughters and a son—Alice, May, Maud, and Willie. His 
wife died in April, 1883. He then married a widow, Dr. Hen- 
retta McConnell of Kansas City, Mo. She died in 1905 and he 
again married a widow, Mrs. Mary Erskine of St. Louis, Mo. He 
died on April 16th, 1928. He had accumulated considerable data 


and was preparing to revise the ‘Vainter Genealogy from 1859 
and bring it up to date when all was lost in a fire. 
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Nores PERTAINING TO 
Joseph Weinert and His Wife, Josephine 


As RELATED BY Mary A. ‘TAINTER (NEE WEINERT), “THEIR 
DAUGHTER 


‘THEY EMIGRATED from Prague, Bohemia in 1848, landing at New 
Orleans, La. and voyaged up the Mississippi River to Racine, 
Wisconsin in 1848. He had ample means and a Jarge family, and 
desired to avoid the draft in Bohemia. It was also appealing to 
locate here where many old acquaintances had preceded them. 

Being an expert jeweler, he finally located at Hermann, Mo. 
in 1858 and was regarded as official time keeper for the Mis- 
sourlt Pacific Railway. 

Mrs. Weinert’s sister, Mrs. Kate Schollmeyer, a widow, visited 
them from Prague, and upon her returning requested to take 
one of the daughters along and selected Mary A. (later becom- 
ing the wife of Ensign G. ‘Vainter). 

In 1860 Mary A. was returned to her family. She was well 
educated by a private “Vutor and traveled much through resorts 
in Bohemia. 

In the year 1861 all was astir, Civil War had been declared. 
‘The greatest event of the Civil War, with regards to Hermann, 
was when the Confederate General Price made his raid through 
the state from the East diagonally across through Franklin-Gas- 
conade counties on to Jefferson City to meet General Marma- 
duke, 1864. (G. W. ‘Tainter, at this related time, was down south 
along the fighting lines.) 


* # * * * 


Further information was gleaned from the ex- 
pericnces of Mary A. who was home during the 
Civil War 
* * * * * 
As to General Price and General Marmaduke, they were in 
quest of recruits and sought horses and saddles. Upon reaching 
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the craggy town of Hermann, General Marmaduke camped on, 
and back of, ‘Tenhouse Farm intending to descend upon the 
town from the east side. A few citizens of Hermann remained 
and also some older soldiers formerly of Germany. ‘They had 
one single Cannon—5 inch caliber. This they hauled out and 
mounted on the Court House Hill. They loaded it with solid 
shot. As they waited several days, the rebels finally massed on 
the ‘Tenhouse bluff awaiting reinforcements by rail. Just as the 
train arrived, (loaded with rebel soldiers) coming around the 
bluff, they fired the old cannon in that direction, where hun- 
dreds of rebels had gathered. It halted them for the time being. 
It was several hours before further advances were made by the 
rebels. 

As the cannoneer had no ammunition to reload and _ fire 
a second shot; they, of course, beat a retreat to the back woods. 
It seemed by that one shot that the valley and woods were full 
of Union troops awaiting their advance. 

Quoting Mrs. Mary A. Tainter (nee Weinert) she adds that 
all valuable jewelry, as a precaution, was buried in the back 
yard and Mr. Weinert, her fathéi° was hidden up in the garrett 
for a few days till the Rebels evacuated on their march to Jefler- 
son City. 

During those few days, all daughters and many of the women 
had left town and sought safe haven on Gralt’s Island, some two 
miles west of Hermann. ‘They had left Hermann by squads in 
skiffs a few days before the Rebel Army came on the scene (they 
had been provided with provisions, ctc.) 

They felt and were sale, as all the boats and conveyances by 
water had been taken away. From Graft’s Island, the young lolks 
could see the Freen Creek Bridge burning at night. 

* x * * 


Quotation from Ensign George W. ‘Painter: 


“My wife, Mary, often speaks of that little ex- 
perience she had of the Civil War. I, myself, was 
down around Vicksburg during that particular 
period.” 
* * * * * 
Relating back again to Hermann, there was one traitor citizen 
who made it his business to be a goody-good with the Rebels, 
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offering to chaperone them around to where they might find 
valuables. One place they had been directed to was the Brewery. 
‘There was a dark cellarway back in the hill used to store ice in 
those days during the winter time. It was an ideal place to 
secrete belongings. ‘The Weinerts filled a large chest, such as was 
used by the early emigrants. It was filled with choice linens, ctc. 
that were brought from Europe. 

On top of all this Mrs. Weinert had a flag—OLD GLORY— 
some 5 or 6 feet in size which she usually had flying in front of 
her home. She seemed to feel her goods under the Old Flag 
would be safe. ‘They said that when the searching party dis- 
covered Old Glory on top; they cussed, and with oaths they scat- 
tered the contents all over the floor and proceeded to open the 
faucets of the large hogheads and flooded the cellar several 
inches deep. ‘The soldiers looted much; taking eatables from the 
smoke house, etc. and then left. 
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Appendix 


Opps AND ENDs 


‘THE FOLLOWING excerpt was derived [rom various sources, and 
does emulate a ‘Vainter pride that many of his ancestors have 
contributed well toward the world’s progress. 


CHARLES SUMNER TAINTER No. 434, 7th generation, was a 
noted physicist and inventor, and contributed much towards sci- 
entific equipment for the government, etc. 

He is regarded as possibly the first in the World's History to 
demonstrate wireless telephony. Due to this discovery, the Bos- 
ton Association of Science in 1880 elected him Fellow of the 
organization in recognition of his part of the invention. He like- 
wise was awarded a gold medal and a diploma at the Electrical 
Exposition in Paris in 1881 and: recognition from many other 
institutions. 

The National Cyclopedia stated it was about this time that 
Alexander Graham Bell and ‘Tainter became interested in Ed- 
ison’s Phonograph and in 1881 ‘Tainter perfected the first 
machine designed for recording sound in solid resisting mate- 
rials. “Phis he called the graphophone and it was the first prac- 
tical commercial machine. It was, however, a forerunner of the 
modern Dictaphone. 

It is said ‘Vainter’s original machine and the first record were 
sealed up in a box which was placed in a vault of the Smith- 
sonian Institution in 1881 and remained there untouched for 
fifty-six years. At his request, the box was opened October 27th, 
1937 and when the machine was set in motion it produced the 
identical voice of Bell, quoting a passage from Shakespeare. 

In the year 1934, he was an emeritus life member of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science having 
been a Fellow for fifty-five years. 

In the talking machine industry he was known as_ the 
“Father” of the “Talkies.” Source: National Cyclopedia of Amer- 
ican Biography. 
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Dr. FRANK J. ‘PAINTER was a very successful surgeon and had 
a national reputation as a plastic surgeon. He was chief-of-staff at 
St. Anthony’s Hospital in St. Louis and also on the staff of St. 
Joseph’s Hospital at St. Charles, Mo. and professor of anatomy 
at St. Louis University. 

He served in the World War overseas in neuro-surgery, and 
ranked as Lieutenant Colonel. He did much research work and 
had compiled considerable data, models, and X-rays for a text 
book but his untimely death ended his ambition—Jan. Ist, 1953. 

His choice of operation was the head. He once remarked, 
“give me the anatomy above the shoulders and the others can 
have the rest of the body to operate upon.” 

He carried the titles‘of M.D., C.M.; F.A‘C.S., F.I.C.S. 


JEREMIAH "TAINTER was the inventor of the famous ‘Tainter 
Gates” which is employed in dam construction for confining and 
controlling the water flow. He secured several patents between 
the years 1875 and 1881 which design was basic fundamentally. 

Engineers for nearly 100 years used this principle in dam 
construction both in this and foreign countries. 

It is recognized and carries the name, “Tainter Gates.” 
Source: Engineers New Record. 


Mrs. SARAH D. ‘VAINTER (nec Willis), mother of Ensign G. W. 
‘Painter (420) 7th generation, could trace her ancestors to George 
Willis who emigrated from England to America in 1630. She was 
also a descendant of Francis Cooke who cmbarked from Eng- 
land on the Mayflower in 1620. 

‘The Willises were editors and journalists. Nathaniel Willis 
established several newspapers and was founder of the Youth 
Companion which was considered the finest contribution to 


journalism, Nathaniel Willis was a cousin to Mrs. Sarah D. 


‘Painter. 
Reference: The World Book Encyclopedia. 
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The following is a list of 9 ‘Painters who served in the 
Revolutionary War. ‘This information would be of service to 
any qualified person who wishes to make application for mem- 
bership in the D.A.R. organization (Daughters of the American 
Revolution). 


Abijah ‘Tainter, Sergeant, Capt. James Greenwood’s Co. 

Eaires Tainter, Private, Capt. Samuel Bernard’s Co. 

Benjamin ‘Vainter, Fifer, Capt. Seth Morse’s Co. 

Benjamin ‘Painter, Jr., Private, Capt. Edmund Brigham’s Co. 

Cyrus ‘Tainter, Private, Capt. Phineas Stearn’s Co. 

Daniel ‘Vainter, Private, Capt. Benjamin Allton’s Co. 

Joel Tainter, Corporal, Capt. Andrew Elliot’s Co. 

John Tainter, Private, Capt. Phineas Stearn’s Co. 

Nahum ‘Tainter, Private, Capt. Andrew Elliot's Co. 

Stephen Tainter, Col. Cushing’s Regiment. 

Source: Mass. Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolution, Bond’s Water- 
town Genealogy, American Ancestry, New England History, 
aie. 


The following are descendants (of Ensign G. \W. ‘Vainter) 
“who served in recent wars. 


Frank J. Painter James ‘Vainter 
Edison G. ‘Vainter Richard G. ‘Vainter 
George W. ‘Tainter II Robert F. ‘Painter 


Nathaniel A. ‘Vainter 
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CopiED FROM ORIGINAL 
Tainter Genealogy 


COMPILED AND PUBLISHED BY 


DEAN H. ‘TAINTER No. 417, 1859 


Linea descendants of Joseph ‘Vainter who sailed from England, 
April A.D. 1638 and settled in Watertown, Mass.: 
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“Le Teynterer” “Taynterer” ““Taynter’” etc. 


(1) Joseph ‘Taynter Ist generation 


(9) Simon 2nd generation 
(19) John 3rd generation 
(51) Eaires 4th generation 
(108) William 5th generation 
(213) Daniel 6th generation 


(420) George W., Sr. 7th generatiom—1860—last generation men- 
tioned in Original ‘Tainter Genealogy. 


A Copy OF THE 81TH GENERATION Is SHOWN HERE 
AND SucGEsts How to Prockep With ALL OTHERS 


8th Generation Family 

Edison —9th generation 

Chauncey —9th generation 
George W. Tainter, Jr., Marguerite —Ith generation 
b. May 5, 1869 at ) Frederich —9th generation 
Hermann, Mo. Gregory —9Ith generation 

Milton —9th generation 
m. Margaret A. Bockrath Elaine —9th generation 
of Jefferson City, Mo. George Jr., I —9th generation 
on Noy. 11, 1897 Nathanial —9th generation 


N.B. For further data up to the 12th generation ending 1960, 
consult the graphic diagram of “Painter Family “Tree.” 
NOTATION 


Throughout the Genealogy it is noticeable that the family 
name is not always spelled alike. Evidently it did not aflect 
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legality, as the same documents often used more than one form 
of spelling. 

In a remote period of France, the Le'Taint (Le Tainturer, 
the dyer man) name was adopted from being a “dyer” by oc- 
cupation. It was Norman French and some of that name, in the 
11th century, went with William the Conqueror into England. 
About the year 1806, the British Parliament undertook to print 
some of the earlier Norman Latin Records by dropping super- 
fluous syllables from original names; also substituted for the long 
letter “y” a more easily written letter “1. 

N.B. Figures inscribed within a circle () refer to notations 
used in the original ‘Tainter Family Genealogy Book. 
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COAT OF ARMS 


This emblem, consisting of Coat of Arms on a Shield, and surmounted 
by a Crest, belongs to English Heraldry. It represents a period during 
the reign of Henry I of the [lth Century at which time William the 
Conqucror is referred to on previous page. 
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THE ORIGINAL Genealogy had a paragraph contributed by the 
author (Dean W. ‘Tainter) which is emulating and worthy to 
quote: 


‘To 
"THE RISING GENERATION 
Or Our NAME 
May ‘THEY 
FOLLOW IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF ‘THEIR 
FOREFATHERS,~ ° 
EMULATE THEIR 
GODLINESs, INDUSTRY AND PATRIOTISM, 
AND ‘TRANSMIT TO POSTERITY AN 


UNTARNISHED NAME 
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Copies of this booklet are available; also a dia- 

o 

Dr. George W. ‘Tainter, Jr., 130 McDonough Street, 
St. Charles, Mo. 


gram of the ‘Vainter Family ‘Tree, by addressing 
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